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cost of $85,000. The place was founded in
1701. Population, 1920, 7,230; in 1930,
7,300, a gain of 2 per cent.

Battle of Bennington, a battle of the
3vevolutionary War, fought near Bennington,
Yt., Aug. 1C), 1777, between a body of Hes-
MUUH from Burgoytie's invading force, and
about 2,000 New Hampshire militia under
John Stark. All of the British force
was killed, wounded or captured. Keen-
foiToments from the British camp were met
by Green Mountain Boys under Seth Warner
and suffered a loss of more than 200 killed
and 700 wounded. These two battles cost
Burgoyno nearly one-seventh of his force and
caused many loyalists and Indians to desert.
A memorial monument was dedicated on the
scene otk the battle in August, 1891.

BENTON, THOMAS HART (1782-1858),
one of America's greatest statesmen of the
period preceding the Civil War. He was
born in North Carolina, hut achieved fame
as a Missourian, for he moved to Saint Louis
in 1815, to practice law, after serving in the
War of 1812 as colonel. In that city he also
edited a pro-slavery paper. He advocated
the admission of Missouri as a slave state,
and when it was admitted to the Union in
1820 he was chosen to the United States Sen-
ate, where he served for thirty years. He
was closely connected with every important
measure of his time and was especially loyal
to Western interests, being an earnest advo-
cate of the opening of mineral lands to set-
tlement and of the construction of a trans-
continental railroad. He took an active part
in the discussions in regard to the Oregon
boundary and the annexation of Texas, and
he was in favor of
the Mexican War.
Because be advo-
cated a system of
coinage based on
beta gold and sil-
ver he was nick-
named "Old Bul-
lion/' Benton op-
posed Henry
Clay's compromise

Ms seat in the Senate. In 1852 he was
elected to the House of Representatives,
where he opposed the policy of Pres-
ident Pierce and the Kansas-Nebraska bill.
In 1354 he was defeated for Congress by a

coalition *of his political opponents. He Mien
retired from public life and devoted himself
to completing his Thirty Years' View, or a
History of the Working of the American
Government from 1820 to 1850.
BENTON HARBOR, MICH., a city in
Berrien County, on the Pere Marquette, Big
Four and Michigan Central railroads. It is
on the east side of Saint Joseph River and
on the Benton Harbor ship canal, one and
one-half miles from Lake Michigan and sixty
miles northeast of Chicago. Regular lines of
steamers connect it with Chicago and Mil-
waukee. It has a large trade in grain and
lumber, is a great fruit-shipping port and
has large fruit-packing, pickle and canning
factories. Population, 1920, 12,227; in 1930,
15,4-34.
BEN'ZENE, or BEN'ZOL, a colorless
liquid having a pleasant odor and obtained
in large quantities from the distillation of
coal tar. When cooled to freezing point, it
solidifies, forming crystals. It burns with
a smoky flame and in liquid form dissolves
india rubber, iodine, gutta-percha, fat and
wax. When mixed with nitric acid, benzene
forms nitrobenzene, from which aniline is
obtained. Benzene is very inflammable, and
its vapor when mixed with air is highly ex-
plosive.
BENZINE, ben'zin, or benzeen', a light,
colorless liquid extensively used for cleaning
type and printing-press rollers, for removing
grease spots from clothing, as a solvent for
gums, fats and resin, and in the manufacture
of varnish. It is obtained in refining crude
petroleum. Benzine smells and looks like
kerosene, is highly inflammable, and rapidly
evaporates when exposed to air. Benzine is
a dangerous substance when near a flame or
even a hot stove. It must not be confused
with benzene (see above), a substance ob-
tained in the distillation of coal tar.
BENZOATE, lerizo ate, OF SODA, a
compound of soda and benzoic acid which has
proved to be a -valuable preservative. Food
substances that might decay on exposure to
air can be kept sweet by means of this com-
pound, but it can be used only in limited
quantities without making the food harmful
to eat. The United States government per-
mits the use of benzoate of soda in quanti-
ties not exceeding one-tenth of one per cent.
However, the best food distributors are dis-
continuing its use, for there is a widespread
prejudice against it.